
OTS NOTE 

DATE: July 11, 1990 

TO: @ 'Alexander Williams 

FROM: Ed Mitchellqm 

SUBJECT: W.R. Grace Elimination Recommendation 

The purpose of this note is to provide you with certain information 
regarding the recommendation to eliminate W.R. Grace Company (the former 
Heavy Minerals Company), Chicago,Illinois, from consideration as a site 
under FUSRAP. 

Enclosed is a memo dated July 9, 1990: FUSRAP Considered Site 
Recommendation, for W.R. Grace Company. It recommends elimination in 
accordance with FUSRAP protocol. Also enclosed is some typed input material 
(dated July 9, 1990) about the site that you may want to use in the 
preparation of your Record of Elimination. 

If you concur, please provide a Record of Elimination to indicate DOE's 
decision to eliminate this site. In lieu of a separate memo, you may want 
to sign, indicate your DOE organization, and date your approval on the 
Recommendation. Upon receipt of your office's Record of Elimination, OTS 
will update the FUSRAP data base for considered sites, and we will add this 
site to the list of sites to be officially eliminated by DOE and noted to 
the DOE public document room within 90 days. 

Please call me if you have any questions or would like to discuss this 
information. 

cc: J. Wagoner 
D. Tonkay 
File FUSRAP IL.14 
iile FUSRAP 1.21.1 w/o enclosure 
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7 Hlnersls Co. 

-. 



p*.L.,v I I)1u*.cr,L.r-r u. 
1’ 

836 South Michigan Avenue 
Chicagcj 5, Illinois -.- ‘\ -. _ 

December 1, 1954 ,‘ j c>T’!: ,’ -$y ;i;,;; 

Atomic Energy Commission ; : I./. .’ ,,’ _. ._ i 
kaw Materiala Division 

i - _ .., .; !,- $.;i. ,1 
Kashinqton. D. C. 

j : ,;; : r; L- 

Attention: Mr. Radford Faulkner 

Gentlemen: 
CRUDE THijRiIJX HYDRDXIDZ 

We propose to sell crude thorium hydroxide to the Atomic Energy Commission over 
a four year period, starting during the fourth quarter of 1355.~ The crude thoriurr, 
hydroxide we propose to supply will be produced by a process based on the caustic 
attack of monazite. which process, as well as the characteristics of the product, is 
known to the Commission. 

The <rude thorium hydroxide tve propose to supnlq’ will comply with the folloi?ing 
soeci.lcation: 

Mo!sture 69% maximu. 
Tnorium oxide and uranium oxide 45% minimum (dry basis) 
Insolubles in nitric acid 4070 maximum (” ” 1 
Rare earth oxides IS+0 maximum (” ” 1 
Phosphorus pentoxide 3% naximum (” ” ) 
Chlorine 3% r;;axir;lum (!’ ” 1 
Fluorine 0. 1% maximum (dry basis) 
Balance --hydroxide radical and minor impurities. 

In evaluating this specification the Commission should not comoare it with sneci- 
fications of thorium hydroxide made by other processes, such as the sulphuric 
acid artack of monazite. This specification should be evaluated on the basis of, 
the requirements of the additional processing that the Commission will periorm 
on the crude hydroxide we will supply. 

*Ge oroL\ose the contract specify our commitment to furnish 55 tons of thorium 
oxide a.nd-.that the Commission agree to purchase up to 55 ?uns annually. Deliveries 
are to br made in suitable returnable 55-gallon steel drums. 

The ,product we propose to furnish contains uranium oxide amounting to approxi- 
mately 10 percent of the thorium oxide (dry basis). It is proposed that the 
Commission pay $4. 50 per pound of contained uranium oxide (U3C31, such pay- 
.ment to be in addition to a price, f. o. b. Chattanooga, TZM. , of $4. 25 per pound 
of contained thorium oxide (Th321, both prices to be subject to a mutually agree- 
able escalation clause. 

Very truly yours, 
HPA VY XIXER.i LS C$ 
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Input for Elimination from Consideration from FUSRAP 

Site Name(s): W.R. Grace Company, the former Heavy Minerals Company 
Location: 836 South Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 

Owner: W.R. Grace and Company 
Address: 836 South Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 

Summary of MED/AEC Activity: Historical information indicates that the 
Heavy Minerals Company proposed to sell crude thorium hydroxide to the AEC 
during the late 1950's for delivery to Chattanooga, Tennessee. No evidence 
exists whether such material was sold. 

Quantity and Materials Handled: The company proposed to provide up to 65 
tons annually. 

Basis for Decision: The historical evidence indicates that the site was a 
business address used by Heavy Minerals Company. No evidence was locat;;t?;i 
indicate that a contract was placed by AEC for the thorium hydroxide. 
on the limited information available, the Heavy Minerals Company is 
therefore eliminated from consideration under FUSRAP, since there is little 
or no potential for contamination. 


